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To the Hon. NarsHanizt Terry, Chairman of the 
Connecticut Antimasonic Convention, Delegate to the 
National Antimasonic Conventicn, Chairman of the 
Hartford Antimasonic Convention, &c. 

Sir:— 


The first gentleman for whom you claim distinguish- 
ed credit is Pliny Merrick. This man is a young lawyer, 
who, by virtue of his having been aid-de-camp to a mili- 
tia general in Massachusetts, is introduced to the public as 
Col. Merrick. He says that he united with the Masonic 
society several years since, and continued a devoted and 
zealous member until he was exalted to the station of 
High Priest of the order. During their prosperity he re- 
mained an ardent eulogist of the society; but when the 


waves of adversity beat against it, he became its most 
malignant reviler. 


ways to the swift nor the battle to the strong.’ 


In 1829 Pliny Merrick publicly denounced his Masonic | 
brethren, and declared Freemasonry to be the bane of 


every government. He said that < it strikes at the root of. 


everything good, breaks up the cause of virtue and the | 
still greater cause of our own country.’ ‘ Baseness,’ 
* treachery,’ ‘foul conspiracy,’ ‘ deeds of darkness,’ ‘ as- 
sassination,’ are boldly represented as the legitimate fruits’ 
of the Masonic society. But this same Pliny Merrick has 


_ changed his opinion since 1825? I answer, we are in- 
| 


furnished us evidence under his own hand which stamps 


this gentleman delivered an address at the dedication of a_ 
Masonic Hall in Worcester. On that occasion he pro-| 
nouneed the Masonic society ‘a great benefaction to the | 
world,’ and founded on principles of high morality and 
pure benevolence. He boldly affirmed that, ‘ the frater- 
nity have never done nor meditated aught of evil,’ and 


solemnly denied that they had in any instance ‘ever dis-. 
cussed a political topic within their hall.’ He asserted it | 


to be the ‘ universal principle of the craft to be strict in 
their loyalty and obedience’ to the government of their 
country; and of the society he uses this unequivocal lan- 
guage, ‘ they are guiltless of everything like offence,’ and 
amidst these solemn declarations he uttered a prayer to 
Almighty God for a continuance of the blessings and pri- 
vileges of the Masonic society. 

Now it is evident that both these statements cannot be 
true. Pliny Merrick has either borne false witness against 
his neighbor, or, in a public address deliberately composed 
and published in 1825, he was guilty of gross deception 
and falsehood. If he has now told the truth, then in 
1825 he publicly called upon Jehovah, with a lie in his 
mouth to perpetuate a society which he knew to be the 
nursery of corruption, infamy and crime. 

His statements in 1825 are true or false; if trae, we 
stand acquitted of everything like offence, if they are 
false, then he stands impeached upon his own confessions, 
and his statements in 1829 are entitled to no credit, 


| Here let it be remembered that this man pretends to 
have obtained no information on this subject since 1825, 
nor does he pretend to any change of character since that 
period. At the publication of his first address he was well 
acquainted with the institution and all the facts, were be- 
fore him. The presumption, therefore, is irresistably 
strong that the statements of Merrick in 1825 correspond- 
ed with his views of truth. If he is a man of intelli- 
gence, I know not why that statement is not entitled to 
credit, especially as it was confirmed by his conduct for 
‘many years. 

But in 1829, circumstances had changed—the Masonic 
‘society became unpopular—Merrick had received its hon- 
‘ors, and it had nothing more to confer; the political wa- 
ters were troubled—the friends of Jackson in Massachu- 
setts were few, and with that few he had no influence, 
‘and among the friends of Clay, there were hundreds of 
better men. ‘The western breezes had borne to his ears 
the triumphs of antimasonry in New York. In an effort 
to organize an antimasonic party in Massachusetts, which 
should recognize him as a leader, he saw some prospects 
of rescuing himself from the obscurity which he dreaded. 
An ambitious young lawyer, preferring an infamous noto- 
riety to none at all, with little thought and with less dis- 


roughshod over his former brethren and gathering follow- 


ers in his train, without reflecting that ‘ the race is not al- 


| Asa traitor always pursues his old friends with the 


most malignity, lest he should be distrusted by hie new |, 


ones, it is not difficult to discover a motive for the infam- 
ous falsehoods of this man. 


But will you say what this man has said, that he has 


quiring after facts. If Masons bave sworn to support each 
‘other ‘ right or wrong’—if they have combined to resist 
ithe laws and protect the guilty—these are facts which Pli- 


»ny Merrick knew in 1825, and facts are not changed by || 
these statements with unblushing falsehood. In 1825 || the vibrations of his mind. Whether or not we are guilty 


of the offences imputed to us, is a question of fact and not 
a matter of opinion. You have asserted that we are guil- 
ty of certain crimes, and you attempt to prove our guilt 
by the testimony of this witnesss. It is proved that in 
| 1825, with all the means of knowledge which he now 


has, and with less inducement to speak falsely, he solemn-| 


ly states facts inconsistent with his present statements.— 
You now attempt to rescue your witness from the charge 
of falsehood, by an assertion that he has changed his o- 
‘pinion. A witness to day asserts a fact, as that a deed 
_was delivered in his presence. To-morrow he asserts that 
_the deed was destroyed in his presence. His testimony of 
to-morrow is impeached by his inconsistent declaration of 
to-day. You now say in his defence that he has changed , 
‘his opinion on the subject of deeds, But what bearing 
has his opinion on this fact. The falsehood is fixed upon 
him, and it must be removed by other means than a pre- 
tended change of opinion. I trust therefore that you will 
not seriously urge our condemnation upon the testimony 
of Pliny Meriick. 

Another gentleman whose name you have brought be- 
fore the public as worthy of credit, is Noble D. Strong.— 
This man introduced himself to our citizens, some months 
since, as the Rev. Mr. Strong, and produced sundry cer- 
tificates of his clerical character. Of late, for causes to 
me unknown, he has changed his address from the Rev. 


| cretion, he rashly mounted this unbridled hobby, riding |! 


‘that the pious and respectable part of the community re- 
gard his present title fall as appropriate to his character 
‘as the one which he at first assumed. He says that he 
‘became a Mason some ten years ago, and continued an 
| active and zealous member of a Lodge in New York un- 
(til about a year after the abduction of William Morgan. 
‘He now represents the fundamental! purposes of (he society 
‘to be ‘ slander, oppression, revenge, adultery,’ and ‘ mur- 
der treason and perjury,’ are enjoined as Masonic obliga- 
‘tions, In one of your Conventions this Esq. Strong was 
‘your right hand man, and united with you in the resolu- 
tion, ‘ We solemnly impeach the Masonic principalities of 
‘the State of New York with the guilt of this violence’— 
the murder of Morgan. According to your charges and 
testimony of your witness, who is in partnership with you 
in making the charges, not orly the whole fraternity of 
New York, but all the Masons in Connecticut are guilty of 
murder. Now if the Rey. Mr. Strong, (I beg his pardon) 
if Noble D. Strong, Esq. now tells the truth, then he is 
guilty of the same crimes of whieh you accuse us; for at 
‘the time of the ‘Morgan outrage,’ and for a long time af- 
‘ter, he was a devoted member of the fraternity, and of 
‘course, according to your claim, a partaker in all its guilt. 
Besides, the purposes and objects of the Masonic society, 


‘whatever they are, this man for many years approved.— 
| Having long been a frequent attendant upon the meetings 
ofa lodge, and witha full knowledge of its principles, 
obligations and usages, he voluntarily applied for admis- 
‘sion toa Chapter. Now 'y the very terms of this appli- 
‘cation he avowed his attachment to the Masonic fraterni- 
ty, and expressed his cordial approbation of its objects.— 
When after having attended lodges for years, he volunta- 
irily signed a petition for admission to a Chapter, and call- 
ed God to witness the honesty of his motives, it is inypos- 
sible for the mina to doubt that Noble D. Strong, Esq. 
‘did approve of Masonry, as disclosed in the three first de- 
grees, 

” Now Iask if you will seriously maintain that this man 
has upheld for ten years a combination whose object has 
‘been the commission of ‘murder, treason and perjury ?’ 
Has he, while a preacher of the everlasting gospel, lived 
for ten years in the cordial approbation of crimes of the 
most daring character? If he has not, his present state- 
|ments are stamped with falsehood, and we stand acquitted 
of his charges. But if he now tells the truth, then he has 
added infamy to hypocrisy, and while clothed with the sa- 
cred office of an ambassador of the Prince of Peace, he 
has lived an acknowledged murderer, a traitor and a per- 
jurer, and he has cherished in his bosom, principles which 
‘enjoin ‘slander, oppression, revenge, and adultery.’— 
| There is no resisting this inference. He is now a false 


_ witness, or upon his own confession he is guilty, accord- 


ing to your reasoning, of the most horrid crimes. 

But shall a man who, for ten years, has been a murder- 
er by profession, and committed perjury as a duty, be ad- 
mitted as a witness against freemen? A man who will 
voluntarily uphoid for years a society formed for the ex- 
| press purpose of committing ciimes is too infamous to be 
the subject of an objection. If we are guilty of the crimes 
cof which you accuse us, this man, upon your own show- 
\ings is a particeps criminis. Now it is an invariable rule 

never to convict upon the testimony of a witness who ad- 
mits his infamy, unless he is supported from some unpol- 
‘luted source. Shall, then, the present statements of this 


Mr. Strong to Noble D. Strong, Esq. I believe, however, 


man be received with credence, when they are contradict- 
ed by the whole tenor of his life for years? 
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I cannot believe that the Rev. Noble D. Strong has || 
lived so many years covered with such infamy; I cannot 
believe that the society which he so Jong supported, and 
whose assemblies he so long attended, inculcated princi- 
ples unlawful or immoral. I must believe that the princi- 
ples of Masonry, as they were understoood by the Rev. 
Mr. Strong for ten years, and as they are now understood 
by the fraternity, are consistent with morality and religion. 
If I believe this, [ must of course believe that the present 
statements ef Noble D. Strong, Esq. are false,—false in 
the whole, false in all their parts, false in general, and 
false in detail. al 

During the period in which this gentleman upheld the 
Masonic society, it is difficult to discover any inducement 
which he could have had to impose upon the community, 
and to support an institution so alarmingly infainous as he 
now represents this to be. But a motive for his present 
condact is apparent. Having been equally unsuccessful 
in the clerical profession, and in the business of academi-! 
cal instractior , he found himself without employment and | 
withoat friends. A resident of the State of New York, 
he was surrounded by the choicest spirits of antimasonry, 
and flattered by their solicitations to fan the flame of an 
excitement by a publie renunciation. In the political 


commotions which antimasonry had created he saw some | 


He renounced Masonry at a time | 
when he had nothing else todo, threw off the title of |, i 


hope of employment. 


Reverend and assumed that of Esquire, and soon found 
himself in a new sphere of life, as the political antima- 
sonic editor of a political antimasonic print. 


Such are the witnesses for whom you have claimed 
special credit. You have brought them before the public, | 
and let the public judge of their characters. Will you 
call upon the honest citizens of Connecticut to condemn 
their fellow men, their fellow christians, their neighbors, || 
their friends, upon the testimony of such witnesses ? Shall |, 
the reputation and lives of freemen be sacrificed by the |, 
polluted and polluting breath of the false witness and the | 
slanderer? In truth and soberness, let the people answer. 


Your ob’t servant, 
BENJ. FRANKLIN. 


“[Original. 
TO RICHARD RUSH, ESQ. 


Sir:—When a citizen presents himself before the public in 
the premeditated and formal manner in which you appear, 
in your late letter to the Antimasonic Committee of 
York County, with the obvious design of affecting public 
opinion, it is not only the right but it becomes the duty of 
those interested to examine his principles and probe his 
motives. This right [ shall proceed to exercise—this duty 
I shall endeqyor to perform, with all the frankness befit- 
ting the subject, and with the candor which truth and jus- 

tice demand. 


Preparatory to a right understanding of your testimony, 
it is proper to analyze your motives, for I hold it to be a 
sound axiom in weighing evidence to place the credibili- 
ty of the witness upon the means of his intelligence and 
the motives of interest which may biashim. Your means 
of information regarding the principles of an institution 
against which you have volunteered your testimony, ac- 
cording to your own showing, are of the most limited 
kind. You have been to a lodge but once and have taken 
but one degree in the Institution. These are your means 
of information, and with a knowledge thus circumscribed, 
you have undertaken to denounce the collective fraternity 
of Masons as murderers. ‘Its spirit ineoxrable as death, 
destroyed the life of this citizen.’ Now for your motives. 
You are, Sir, a politician by trade, an office seeker from 
necessity. Jver since the country put upon you and your 
master and co-laborer in the vineyard of politics and anti- 
masonry, its seal of reprobation; ever since you was con- 
signed to the station of a £ private individual’ by the votes 
of more than fifty thousand majority of your neighbors, citi- 
zens of your own State who knew,and doubtless justly ap- 
preciated,your talents and principles,you have been aching 


to rise again sinto note aidfatten o: once more at the peblie orib | 
Your ambition has thriven by abstinence. Your vanity has 
become cormorant in retirement. And you now come 
forth the antimasonic gladiator, the unprovided and unprin- | 
cipled accuser of a large and virtuous class of your fel- 
low citizens, with the antimasonic Diadem sparkling be- 
fore you. You are already hailed in yells of exultation 


by this intolerant and unprincipled faction as their chief—| 
and they are the body and pillars of the opposition party. 
The antimasonic party is a political party—if not so in 
the origin it has become so in its progress—it combines in 
‘its promotion the worst elements of society—moral de- 
pravity —political corruption—religious hy pocrisy—fanati- | 
cal intolerance, with a portion of honest ignorance. You 
aspire to become the head of this social monster,and can-| 
‘dor compels me to admit your ample claims to the distine- | 
tion. These are the circumstances under which your tes-_ 
‘timony is given, not only against the whole body of the’ 
Masonic Institution,but against a large portion of the press. 
‘of the Country. How far these temptations may be likely to’ 
bias a man of your principles, and your knowledge of 
Masonry, the public will judge fer themselves. 
| You profess a dislike to secret societies generally, and 
‘are against Masonry on account of the recent disclosures. 


/The Morgan affair with you, as with the rest of your sect, 
is made the foundation of your invective. You profess to’ 
be governed by facts. These are your words, ‘ I desire. 
to be guided by facts, and to look at them rigorously. ay 
‘ef Bat facts shall be my basis and I wish to deal. 
with them practically as I have really beheld them.’ | 
what facts have you exhibited relative to the principles or 
practices of Masonry ? Not a single one. You have indeed 
‘repeated the stale antimasonic fictions and libels about. 
‘the abduction and probable marder of Morgan. You have | 
| detailed anew the slanders against the American press ;— 

‘but you have not given us a single new fact. Though you 
‘profess to adhere to them rigorously, your letter consists 
‘entirely of assertions and declamation, evincing alike 
your anprincipled love of office and your consummate folly. | 
Let me present you with some of your § facts.’ | 


| Let the law, that sheet anchor of society, come to 
miss its grapple upon public felons, banded in league to- | 
gether by a principle that exalts their crimes into achiev- | 


‘ments of merit, and everything is exposed to wreck and 
‘dissolution.’ 


Do you pretend for this a higher grade of merit than a. 
cowardly insinuation of what vou have not the hardihood | 
directly to assert, that Masons ARE PUBLIC 


BANDED IN LEAGUE TOGETHER TO EXALT THEIR- 
CRIMES INTO ACHIEVYMENTS OF MERIT? 

Do you claim for your groundless charge against the 
American press the merit of a fact—of a‘ rigorous fact’? 
Here it is, let it speak for itself : 


* But, in the case weare considering ,with the exception 
of the comparatively few newspapers, antimasonic in spe- 
| cial name and object, the press, as far av T have had op-| 
| portunities of observing, has been shamefully si'ent. This) 
best g guard of a free state, better than legions of bayonets, | 
‘this Lion at its portals, whose noble nature for the most. 
part it is to spring forward, enraged and uncompromising, 
upon crime, has been lulled to ‘sleep; has been chained | 
and muzzled ; has been faithless ; has been criminal. [| 
say criminal. Silence in such a cause is participation. It. 
showa, in effect, companionship with the murderers, had, 
there been nothing more than silence It is keeping bands | 
with blood, whea a voice loud, simultaneous and incensed, | 
should have rung through the land.’ 

This charge is a3 unprovoked as it is untrue. The Amer- 
ican press has not been silent upon the Morgan affair. So| 
long as the efforts of those who first commenced the in-| 
vestigation of that outrage, were confined to detecting and. 
punishing crime, the press lent its aid to the vbject, as it 
has done in other cases of crime; but when the infamous) 
measures of persecution were adopted against innocent mea, 
when it was found that Morgan’s ghost was to be a stalking. 


horse to raise political miscreants, now your worthy as-| 
sociates and sufferers, to power--that innocent men were | 
to be immolated—convicted of crimes they had never | 
committed, by perjured hirelings of your political faith, 
the press, the discreet and respectable portion of the. 
press, refused to debase itself to such work. 


| home by Masons, and by Masons murdered. 


| Or mount into the air. 


But, Sir, what ght have you to to take the Press to task? 


| Was it any more the duty of the Press than of citizens to 


speak out ? You held at that time a high public trust, 
placed as all men in office are,as a sentinel to guard the rights 
and watch over the mérals of the citizens. You ‘ many 
years ago’ belonged, as you tell us, to the fraternity. You 
never withdrew until the murder of Morgan was known to 


| you,not the abduction, but the marder. Why did you then 
- || withdraw silently? Why have you since remained silent ? 


Why for nearly five years have you been a quiet specta- 
tor, when the murder of Morgan was kno:en to you, the 
only man to whom we have any evidence that it was 
known, and now come out with your renunciation and 
denunciations for, the bribe of an anticipated nomina- 


tion ? 


Before denouncing the press, an engine, notwithstand- 
ing its often perverted uses, is yet the great palladium of 
our rights against the deceits of treacherous friends and 
the assaults of open foes; it would be well to clear your 
own character from suspicion. 


Your secret renunciation of Masonry, when the mur- 


| der of Morgan was KNOWN TO You—your association 


with Mr. Adams, and his correspondence with the vilest 
of the antimasonic tribe, raise some suspicions that your 
connexion with antimasonry dates even earlier than you 


' gre disposed to acknowledge; and that the original seat of 


the plot may yet be found to have been in Washington 
and not in Batavia. If you wish to escape from such a 


| suspicion, you can only take shelter under the weakness 
But | of your intellect, not in the strength of your morals. 


I proceed to give you a few more extracts from your 
‘rigourous facts,’ to which you confine yourself: 


‘ The iron clamps that were probably prepared for the 
feet and hands of Morgan, aptly compare with the chains 
in whicn the victim of the inquisition was habited, when 
trembling on the verge of eternity; whilst the pictures of 
devouring dogs and serpents that were hung round his 
neck, completely prefigure the horrid gang of murdering 
conspirators who plunged their hands in the blood of 
Morgan ?? 

Where do you get these ‘§ facts ?’ 


‘[ believe that Morgan was seized, carried far from his 
I believe 
that this was the result of a conspiracy, engendered and 
carried through, under circumstances of peculiar delibera- . 
tion, malignity, and terror. Yet, to this very hour, the in- 
famous deed remains unpuuished. I have watched the 
pursuit of justice. 1 see how she is disheartened, fatigued, 

worn down, by efforts, continued throughout years, to 
clutch these worse than Calabrian banditti. I see her 
fault; I see her countenance in despair. Masons know 
the whole tale of blood. Who can deny this? Masons 
conceal it. Who can deny this Can then any sentient rea- 
sonable being say ‘that Masonry is not at the bottom of the 
evil.’ 

* * * * * 


‘They are wicked through principle. They confound 
crime with virtue; murder with Masonic merit. Like 


| imps of Pandemonium, they rejoice and dance in their 


sin. Like the crew in the Mask of Comus, they are un- 
conscious of their ‘ fou! disfigurement.’ The deeper their 
guilt, the more they make themselves invalnerable. You 
can no more grasp them, than if they sin'c into the earth, 
Its spirit inexorable as death, de- 
stroyed the life of this citizen; and, like a spirit, it be- 
came invisible. It is here—it is there—it is gone; no 
body can see it; but society feels it. It is the spirit of 
night. The magistrate strikes, but it is into vacuity. He 
follows up the blow, again and again, but it falls upon a 
shadow. Is all this nothing ? Is it to be forgotten; to be 
mentioned with indifference: to be sneered at, as "fanfa- 
ronade? If the Press has turned deserter and gone over 
to the enemy, whose profligate cohorts have overthrown 
|| the laws, is that a reason why the people should not be 
true to themselves? Is the whole army to be given up, 
because the sentinels have skulked ?’ 
* * *- * * 

‘ But after the developments I have given, I must, I 
do believe, the evils of Masonry to be stupendous; I must, 
I do believe, that they counterbalance a thousand-fold 


3 |\any good that it can achieve.’ 


All these sweeping assertions and deuunciations; all this 


school-boy deciamation, which you call ‘ facts,’ made a- 


gainst Masons, are bottomed upon the Morgan ontrage.— 
You have made no other developments. You knew noth- 


ing yourself, of your own personal knowledge, against the 


‘institution. You pretend to know nothing. You never 


j 


, 
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withdrew from the institution untiffter you KNEW oF 
THE MURDER OF MorGan, fou never proclaimed 
your withdrawal until you hop@ to gain a presidential 
nomination by the act. | 

The numerous imposijons, gempted to be practised 

upon the public in the Morgaj business by the leaders 
of antimasonry, shocked te jublic feeling, impaired the 
credibility of their witnessg md did more than anything 
else to prevent the discoven of the facts in the case. 

The efforts to palm upoathe citizens of Batavia the 
body of Timothy Munro, h Irish emigrant, known to 
have been drowned more th a year after Morgan disap- 
peared; the arts practised t} make his corpse resemble 
Morgan by pulling his hair ¢, and extracting his front 
teeth, with the hypocritical jayers and processions per- 
formed to excite and imposejpon a people, become fran- 
tic, and bereft of reason; th subsequent boast of the an- 
timasonic juggler, that ‘ it mde a good enough Morgan 
until after election,’ all wenjto stamp upon the antima- 
sonic party, in the eyes of ewy discreet, cool and intelli- 
gent man, the character of{raud, hypocrisy and fanati- 
cism. 

The subsequent infamousmeans contrived in various 
parts of the country—the pgury of a miscreant by the 
name of Anderton, charging, murder never committed; 
the conspiracy of the RevMr. Witherell against him- 
self, which he tried to charg upon the Masons—the a- 
bominable attempt of the anthasons in this neighborhood 
to convert the accidental drowing of one of their worthy, 
but drunken associates, at Milton, into a premeditated 
Masonic murder; and the atrofous plot contrived by an 
unprincipled scoundre], knownas the A. B. C. affair, all 
go to confirm the public impresgn that antimasonry is go- 
verned by the spirit of evil. m these well known in- 
stances of atrocivus frauds, of pnspiracies formed against 
the characters and lives of intocent men, people are al- 
most compelled to believe thatantimasonry, in its origin, 
was a political plot, of piel you and your associates 
were then privy. 

Masons have done all they could, to detect the perpe- 
trators of the Morgan outrage, and so has the press. No 
sooner was his abduction known than it was trampetted forth 
by the press. The people wire awake to detect the offen- 
ders. The authorities of Nav York took unusual and un- 
wearied pains to ferret out md punish the guilty. That they 
have not all been discoverel and punished is not owing to 
Masons, but to the antimasins. To those who, like your- 

self, deneunced the whole body of Masons as murderers, 
because some unworthy Masons may have committed 
murder. Masons do not jusify the crime as a body or an 
institution; they did not paticipate in it, and can no more 
be held responsible for the offence, in justice, than the 
whole christian church could be held to be murderers be- 
cause some christians have committed murder. In the 
incipient stage of the Morgin affair it assumed a political 
aspect. It was then brought to bear against Gen. Jack- 
son and Gov. Clinton, Maseas, opposed in the presidential | 
canvass to Mr. Adams and yourself. Whether pranned , 
for this purpose or not, ij was in its progress thus used. | 
The excitement was kept up, that your party might profit, 
by it. The very men,who according to their own accounts | 
in the recent trials at Lockyort, last had Morgan in charge, 
are the chief witnesses of the antimasons. They are like 
yourself, seceders, and Mo'gan’s murder, if known to any 
other than yoarself, is protably known to them. Giddens 
and Adams are the witneses alluded to. Adams is the 
person whom the late Special Conncil, a political friend 
ef yours, desired to reward with $2000 and a pardon in ad- 
vance, if he would testify sp as to convict some one. With 
the unparalleled excitement which raged in N. York upon 
the Morgan subject, increased and fomented by the most 
abandoned and unprincipled members of the community, 
it is not improbable that more inaocent men have been 
convicted, than guilty, escaped. 

Justice was not the object of your party,it was then, as 
it is now, power—and they appeared as unscrupulous ag 
yourself in obtaining it. Whole classes of innocent men 


| political associates and your Masonic brethren, and with 


were to be made victims to the insatiate ambition, of un- 


principled politicians. When Masons saw seceders from 
the fraternity, who had for years been members, embrace 
the new political party and denounce the fraternity 
falsely, as imposing upon its members obligations which 
they, or any one else, never took, they could have no 
faith in the goodness of their motives or the lawfulness of 
their objects. I am myself a Mason. I know its obliga- 
tions and its duties. I am many degrees farther advanced 
‘than you were, and I never took any obligation to screen 
‘a Mason from punishment for his crimes, murder 
‘and treason not excepted. No other Mason ever took such 
upon him, and those who assert suchto be the fact, ur- 
TER THAT WHICH THEY KNOW IN THEIR OWN 
SOULS TO BE FALSE. 

It was no object of the first instigators of this political 
party,to punish the guilty. They purposely sought to con- 
found the innocent and guilty; if indeed guilty there were, 
and by overwhelming Masons to make it bear upon the 
Presidential election. They pretend,as you do,to make war, 
not upon Masons, but upon Masonry. This is false. The 
Lodges in some counties of New York have surrendered 
their Charters, ceased to meet and act as Masons; and yet 
the persecution does not cease, in those counties. 

Antimasonry is bottomed upon rank political hatred 
and bigotted intolerant sectarianism! With all your dread 
of secret associations, you hug to yourself those whose 
secret acts have never yet met the light. And were the 
leaders of your party to expose the secret acts of their 
lives, the gallows might stare them in the face! Your party 
is imbued with the worst spirit ofHopkinsionism,and would |' 
carry into their politics the feelings that induced that pa- 
tron Saint of thine, to burn at the stake, Servetus. It is) 
founded upon ultra-orthodoxy, the most intolerant of 
the Hopkinsian sect; the more liberal part of them revolt at 
‘the enormities of their ultra-brethren. It is an attempt to 
introduce a political religion,an union of Church and State, | 
and some of the leaders in this city united with the} 
pious, are among the unprincipled and abandoned im their 
| private character. It is a combination of knaves and fa- |! 
nates, to seize by a simultaneous effort upon the reigns of |, 
_power, that they may plunder the people of their wealth, 
‘and despoil them of their rights. 

From its commencement, antimasonry has hesitated at 
no means, however atrocious, to accomplish its objects.— 
It allies itself to the most profligate: it takes to its bosom 
the most abandoned; it selects for leaders the most un- 
principled; it contrives conspiracies the most villanous, 
charging through its perjured witnesses, crimes upor in- 
‘nocent men, that, if trae, would forfeit their lives, It as- 
‘sails when it cannot corrapt the press. It pollutes the 
fountains of Justice, and in defiance of law and decency 
_proscribes men from the jury box, for political opinions.— 
\It repudiates no association, but intelligent honesty and 
‘tolerant piety. 

Such a party cannot prevail in this country. The A- 
,Merican people prize integrity as much as they detest dis- 
honesty. Integrity stands before talent in their estimation. 
It is a firm belief in the spotless integrity of President 


Your renunciation bears upon its front anything but the 
mark of honesty. It shows you faithless, alike to your 


‘any but a party unprincipled as yourself, it would seal |, 
your destruction. You owe your fame,such as it has been, 
to the mirority Mr. Clay has claims apon the members 
of that party and upon you as one of them. He was the 
‘father, life and soul of it. 
the strongest obligations. He had been counting upon the 
support of the antimasons, and would have brought them 


principled may use you, but not trust you. Under the ex- 
pectation, and for the purpose of procuring a nomination 


\to office, you have shown yourself ready to break from 


your former political associates,to’ denounce the whole body 


of Freemasons as ‘ public felons,’—and the public press 
,as conniving at crinie, 


‘Jackson, that forms the foundation of his popularity.— |. 


To him then yon were under '' 


This has been, as it were, for hire. If from principle, it 
‘should have been performed more than four years ago, 
when you first knew that Morgan was muidered. You 


yourself, shameless as you are, would not dare deny that 


| your last letter, denouncing a class of men as ‘ public fel- 


‘ons, ’among whom are devout christians eminent Statesmen, 
| 


brave patriots, was not called forth in the hope of gaining 
le office by it. And if you were to deny it, the factis so 
‘palpable that not a dozen intelligent men would believe 
‘you. You have shown that your love of truth and hon- 
or can be trafficked off for even the hope of office. You 
‘have voluntarily placed yourself upon a level with those 
‘who would gain power by perjury, who bear false witness 


against their fellow men for hire, and you will never be 


able to rise from the position which instinctand habit 
have led you to oceupy. 
A Mason. 
[Original 
Hon HENRY CLAY. 

It is reported that Mr. Adatns, while attending the late 
Convention in this city, assured the leading members of 
‘that party, that it was in vain longer to hope to effect any 

compromise with Mr. Clay; that the party had tried him 
long enough, and that it was now time to look somewhere 
else for a candidate in whom they could all uuite. The 
jee of Mr. Clay in this section of the country never 
doubted that this would be the result; they knew his splen- 
‘did talents, and they reposed with confidence in his integ- 
rity. His friends in New York may have wished to bring 
the antimasonic party to his support, but they could have 
jne wish to see Mr. Clay sacrifice his principles, his integ- 
rity and honor, even to effectso desirable an ebject. He 
‘has not disappointed them. The bait bas been held out 
to kim, and like an honest man he has rejected it. He has. 
‘generously sacrificed his interests to his principles. 

D. 


GRAND ROYAL ARCH CHAPTER OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 


Notice is hereby given that 
a stated communication of the 
M. E. Grand Royal Arch 
Chapter of this Commonwealth 
will be held at Masons Hall on 
Tuesday the 7th day of June at 
1-2 past 7 o’clock, P. M.— 
The Officers, Members and al! 
concerned will take notice and 
govern themselves accordingly. 


direction of 
M. E, & Rev. SAMUEL CLARK, G. H. P. 
Attest. SAMUEL HOWE, G. SEC. 


GRAND LODGE OF MASSACHUSETTS. 


Notice is hereby given that a regular communication of 
‘the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts, will be held at 
'Mason’s Hall, Boston, on Wednesday, the eighth day of 
‘of June next, 7 1-2 0’clock, P. M. for the transaction of 
snch business as may regularly come before it. 
| The Officers and Members of the Grand Lodge, Mas- 


ters, Wardens and Proxies of Lodges, with all others eon~ 
‘cerned, will take due notice, and govern themselves ac-. 


| cordingly. 


to his terms, bat for your untimely, and mustI say, un- 
It shew ingratitude thus to supplant) 


imanly intrusion. 


your benefactor, and to disregard the wishes of those with |, 
whom you have acted. It was base to put Mr. Clay slid 
| his Masonic supporters in sucha position, The move- 
sees however will not avail you—it will divide a pasty 
| that with its united foree,could hardly cope with its oppo- 
nent. No high minded and honorable man can support 
‘you; nor can any man of honor confide in you—the un-’ 


Per order.. 
THOMAS POWER, G. Sec. 


Boston, May 28, 1831- 


A PHYSICIAN may with a very 
convenient corner front room; in a central situation, 


sonable terms. 


Apply at No. 30 School street... 


where several gentlemen can obtain boarding on rea— 


| 
| 
| Qe 
| 
—— 
| 


-or may be hereafter made, by me, (which may be 


ascertained by recurring to my books and the do-|| choice of officers, and that, in.this, or some other 


nation book of the Society, are tobe deducted ||manner, their charter of incorporation may become 
‘from this legacy. But, if it shail be found, that, forfeited; then, in that case,I give the same, in al! 
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WOSTOW MASONUG WIRROR. 


DR, THOMAS’S WILL. 


‘The Worcester Spy furnishes the following ex- 
tracts from the Will and Codicils of the late 
Isaiah Thomas, embracing the donations of a 
public nature. 


As I think it the duty of every man, who is 3 
member of any institution established for public 
good, to contribute something in time and atten- 
tion, or property, during his life, or otherwise by 
legacy, for the promotion of its objects, and as 
there ate several institutions of which I have re- 
ceived the honor of membership, and for which I 


“have done but little, and for some, nothing, I do, 


therefore, will and bequeath as follows. 

I give Five Hundred Dollars towards building 
of permanent materials, in Boston, a commodious 
Hall, respectable in its appearance, for the use of 
the Grand Lodge of Massachusetts—and, if the 
same chould not be accepted, and appropriated 
accordingly, within three years after my decease, 
then said sum shall revert and go te my residuary 
legacy. 


Whereas, I have been particularly instrument- || 


alin the establishment of the American Antiqua-, 


rian Society, and | believe it may be highly bene- 
ficial to our country, if its members are attentive | 


to the purpose of its institution; and as no Society 
for benevolent and patriotic purposes can be real- 
ly useful without funds, and | am persuaded that 
there is no institution with which I am acquaint- 
ed more in need of support of this kind than the 
one named—therefore, 


sand dollars, there shall not, on this account, be 
any deduction from any other part of my legacy 
of thirty thousand dollars; but, whatever] shall 
have so presented, shal! be considered a part of 
this last sum often thousand dollars,and no charge 
shall be made to the society for any overplus. 

I give to the said American Antiquary Society, 
twelve thousand dollars, to be a part ofthe funds 
of said Society, and, to be kept at interest appro- 


Librarian and a Cabinet Keeper, whose business 
it shall be, constantly to attend to the Library 
and Cabinet, and to keep the articles in good or- 
der, and in the best manner for preservation; and 
in part towards the purchase of Antiquities and 
Books, and for other necessary purposes of the 
institution. 

Whatever part of this sum of twelve thousand 
dollars, 1 may have advanced before my death to 
the Society and charge them therewith, is to be 
deducted by executors. 

I also give to said American Antiquarian Socie- 
ty, two large prints, framed, which is now in my 
possession, one of which is a representation of the 
eruption of Mount Etna in 1776; and the other of 


the eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 1779; and I 
\|also give to said Society, a well bagraved print, 
framed, of the late Rev. George Whitefield,which 
print exhibits a striking likeness of that celebrat- 
ed person a short time before his death. 

lalso give to the Society a portrait of myself, 
lately done by Mr. Greenwood of Boston: also a 
print of Mr. Garrick in the character of King 
Lear, and Presidents Washington and Munroe all 
of which are framed. 


I give to the American Antiquarian Society 
Thirty Thousand Dollars, in the manner follow-| 
ing: 


I devise to said society, (provided I shall not 


before my death execute a deed thereof, )and their, 


successors, forever, that tract of landin Worces-, 
ter, wheron is now erected a building for the use 
of said society, which land | purchased of Samuel, 


Chandler's heirs, containing about one acre, neat. 


by the ‘Turnpike Road to Boston,westwardly by a 
Country Road,southwardly by land of said second. 


Parish, and eastwardly by Jand late of the Hon.) 


Yrancis Blake, now of William Eaton, together, 
with the said building now erected thereon,and all 
its appurtenances; which building is forever to be 
sacredly appropriated, as Jong as the said society 
shall exist, fora Library Cabinet, &c. of said So- 
ciety, and the house and land are accordingly de- 


‘vised upon this express condition; and, in case 


said Society shall, at any time, cease to use said 
building fer said purpose, then, the whole of this 
estate is to revert to my grand-children generally 
and to their heirs. ‘This estate, consisting of the 
land, the building, ard its appendages, I value at 


‘Institution, whatever part of the United States), 
the Second Parish Meetinghouse, bounded north | 


ithe American Antiquarian Society, will increase 


eight thousand dollars, and is to be considered as | 
‘so much towards the legacy of thirty thousand dol-| 


Jars} 


I give to said American Antiquarian Society, 
ten thousand dollars in Books, including what 1! 
have already presented to the Society; and what- 
ever donations in books Lave been already made 


during my life time, I shall have presented to the 


its parts, in trust to the Commonwealth of Mass- 
Society a greater amount of books than ten thou." 


Ihave already presented to said Society such 


ed for their antiquity or for curiosity. 


respects very different from other Societies estab-|| 
lished in the United States. Membership is re- 


'‘\terest and concern in the affairs and objects of the) 


they may reside in. It is truly a National Institu-|: 
tion. It has no local views or private concerns.— 

|Its objects to (collect and preserve) embrace all) 
time, past, present, and future. Age will increase 
its utility. Its property, it is intended, shall not, 


bers. but, it is to remain, to be increased and ever 
to be preserved for public benefit. ‘The benefits 
arising from other benevolent societies are gene-|! 
rally local and designed for the use of the present 
generation. ‘Their members, therefore have a 
nearer interest. But, the benefits, resulting from 


with time, and will chiefly be received by are- 
mote posterity. It must therefore be acknowledg-). 
ed, that, it is necessary that the members should 
entertain a more disinterested, generous and en- 
sarged benevolence. As it is possible, on account), 
of the members living remote from each other, 
and the inconvenience of assembling any conside-"" 
‘rable number of them together, and, perhaps, 
from other causes, that this Society may, at some 
future time, be dissolved, or may neglect to keep, 
themselves in a state of organization by a regular 


priated in part for the payment ofthe salary to a//i 


said Commonwe@h, if such 2 case as I have sug- 
gested should occ}, that they will take whatever 
I have given to saiQinstitution, and all its proper- 
ty, (if they should have the power; and see fit so 
to do,) and preserw it iy trust for said Society, 
should it be reorganigd; stherwise, that they will 
give to the first other \Agerican Antiquarian So- 
ciety, which shall pelijon to them and obtam a 
charter of incorporatig, or to such other new 
institution bearing thejame name, and establish- 
ed for the same purpds, as the present Society 
which may obtain theprivilege of incorporation 
in any other of the Unjed States. For although 
this is designed as a gtional institution, yet the 
Congress of the UnitegStates, not having consti- 
tutional power to graif incorporation, application 
for this purpose must, ff course, be made to some. 
one of the States. 

Une fonrth part of fe residum of the Estate, f 
give and devise to the }merican Antiquarian So- 
ciety forever, they to flraw the third lot for their 
share, and to receivait in the kind of property 
which it may happen p consist. But this legacy 
is upon the express cq@dition that if their fourth 
part of the residum sh@l by the before mentioned 
appraisement amount § the sumof seven thousand 
dollars they shail put five thousand dollars at in-— 
terest, (it being prohple that seven thousand dol- 
lars in various artides of property: may not pro- 
duce more than five gousand dollars in cash) and 
shall constantly keep jaid sum at interest, and the 
interest shall be applied annually in part to the 
purchasing of books jnd other articles for preser- 


ivation in the Library and Cabinet of the Institu- 


coins, medals, &c. as I had collected and preservy- tifications, mounds, &c., in the western States or 


oth ts of Ameri d takin 
The American Antiquarian Society is, in some Re end 


stricted to no state or party; there are no mem-|, 
bers merely honorary; but, all have an equal in |: 


‘chusetts, earnestly requesting the Government of 


tion, and in part to ddraying the expense of em- 
ploying a proper persén tc explore the ancient for- 


views, &c. and giving descriptions, &c. of said 
‘fortifications, mounds, &e for the American Anti- 
'quarian Society, proper tontracts to be made for 
\this purpose, and the agert or agents employed to 
‘be prohibited from givirg copies of said plans, 
views, descriptions, &c. or any of them to any 
|person or society not authorised by the Govern- 
‘ment of this Institution toreceive the same in or- 
ider that they may be first published by said Socie- 
ity if they should judge it t) be expedient. 

| I give and devise to the Massachusetts General 


tth part of said residum, 


said corporation to drawlot therefor, and to re- 


‘ceive it in the kind of property of which it may 


‘happen to consist. 


I give and devise the remaining eighth part of 
said residum in whatever kind of property it mar 


consist of, to the corporatin of Leicester Academy 
forever. 


I give one hundred ddlars to Thomas Lodge, 
the members of which some time since usually as- 
sembled in Monson. 

I give to the Philadelphia Typographical Socie- 
‘ty the sum of one hundred dollars to be added to 
their funds or otherwise disposed of as this Society 
may determine to be expedient. 

I give to the Franklin Typographical Society 
in Boston one hundred dollars. 

I give tothe American Philosophical Society in 
Philadelphia the sum of five hundred dollars to be 
added to their funds or otherwise to be disposed 
of as the Society may direct. 

‘To the American Academy of Arts and Sciences 


in Massachusetts, I give three hundred dollars in 
Books. 


| 
| — 
| 
| 
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To Harvard University I-give three handred ||my decease erect on one of them a Charity House | 
dollars in Books. : facing the street,the basement story of which shal} 
To the Historical Society in this Commonwealth, || be faced with hewn stone, with at least two stories 

1 give three hundred dollars to add to its funds.—- || thereupon, permanently built of brick; and on the 
- Without funds no society can well support the || farther condition that said town pay annually to 
purposes of its institution. the overseers of the poor, twenty dollars, which 

To the Historical Society in New York I give |!sum shall be appropriated annually towards pro- 
three hundred dollars to add to its funds. viding for the poor persons maintained by the town 

To the Humane Society in this Commonwealth || in said Charity house, on Thanksgiving days, a 
I give three hundred dollars to promote the pur-|/good and liberal dinner suitable for the occasion, ||ty to be added to the funds of said society,,to aid 
poses of this Institution which is established in|/alsoon that day half a pint of common but good/\in supporting a Librarian who shall devote his 
Boston. wine for each person, or a reasonable quantity of|| whole time to the Institution—and also to aid the 

To the Massachusetts Charitable Fire Society |) such other liquors as any of them may prefer, that ||expenditure of sending a Missionary to the West- 
established in Boston, I give three hundred dol-||they may have the means of participating on the||/ern States to collect antiquities for preservatior in 
Jars to aid the purposes intended by this corpora-||days aforesaid like their more affluent neighbors|| the cabinet of said Society. 
tion. in some of the essential good things of this life I give to the American Antiquarian Society, 

To the Massachusetts Society for promoting | bestowed by a bountiful Providence, and be en-||(what I esteem a most precious relic) a small lock 
Agriculture 1 give two hundred dollars to aid said || abled to unite in grateful orisons for the peace and |'of hair from the head of the Saviour of his country, 
Society in giving encouragement to Agricultural || felicity of ourcountry. And if the whole of the|;General George Washington, at the time of his 
improvements. said sum of twenty dollars should not be necessa-/|| decease. 

To the Worcester Agricultural Society I give||ry in any year for the purpose aforesaid, the resi-|| If said American Antiquarian Society, or anoth- 
one hundred dollars to aid the purposes of the In-||due may be laid out in the purchase of books for)\er to bear the same name, from the causes men- 
stitution. the children of poor parents or otherwise appro-||tioned in my said Will should be incorporated for 

To the Massachusetts Charitable Mechanic As- || priated for the benefit of the Poor as the Over-/||the same purposes and as successor to the present 
sociation in Boston, | give one hundred dollars. |{|seers or Trustees of the Charity house shall think || institution, should cease to occupy said. building 

To the Apprentice’s Library in Boston { give||best. If not accepted by said town for the pur-|/for a library and cabinet for the space of three 
one hundred dollars in Books. pose aforesaid,then I give and devise to said town || years, then the said building and the land belong- 

Whereas about fifteen or twenty years ago!I|'the lot lying on the north side of said Thomas ing there to is to revert to my grandchildren. 
gave tothe Historical Society of Massachusetts |/Street and making the corner of said Street and|' ~ [n addition to what 1 have bequeathed to the 
and to the Academy of Arts and Sciences of said || Back street to erect thereon a large and handsome || american Antiquarian Society, mentioned in my 
State, also to the Historical Society of New York || brick School house or Academy. (Said lot is suffi-' Wil] and in this Codicil, [ also bequeath to ‘said 
and to the American Philosophical Society in Phil-| ciently large to build also thereon a dwelling house Society one thousand dollars towards erecting-a 
adelphia, to each Society a number of volumes of||for a stationary schoolmaster or Tutor.) If said |) wing or wings (of bricks, &c., to be fire proof) as 
the ‘ Massachusetts Spy’ for preceding years, and ||town should not accept said Jots for the purpose|'an addition to the building which now contains 
whereas I have, from the time of presenting the| of buildingthereon a Charity House nor said lot | the library and cabinet of said Society. I also be- 
same to the present time,kept four complete copies for building thereon a School House or Academy queath to said Society one hundred dollars to- 
of the said ‘ Massachusetts Spy’ which have been || within two years after my decease, then I give and || wards paying the expenses of making a complete 
tied up in files annually (each file containing a || devise said lots to my grandchildren. catalogue of their library and cabinet. Likewise 
copy of said Spy for a year) allof which may be|} Whereas I devised by my said last Will to)! give to said Society one hundred dollars towards 
fouud in the small building northof my dwelling; Morning Star Lodge, a lot of land on the south/| publishing a second volume of collections and 
house on shelves or in trunks or boxes, I give one ||side of Thomas street in the town of Worcester, ||transactions of the Society—provided I do not 
complete set of said four sets of said ‘ Massachu-|| bounded on said street, which land I have sold, || give either of said sums for the purpose mentioned 
setts Spy’ which I have kept as aforesaid from the ||the said devise is therefore void, | now give and||before my decease. Either of the sums so given 
time aforesaid, after the same shall be bound in| | devise to said Lodge the sum of three hundred and ||and paid is to annul that part of these bequests 
boards, to each of the said four Societies above || fifty dollars for the purpose of purchasing a Jot of || which mention the sum so given and paid. Those 
mentioned. land in said town of Worcester, on condition said |/of the sums which may remain unpaid at my de- 

i give to the American Antiquarian Society six | Lodge shall build thereon a suitable brick build-|\ cease, are to be discharged whenever the Society 
prints uniformly framed, &c., of the six past Pres-||ing forthe use of said Lodge within two years||shall have completed the works which those be- 
idents of the United States, now in my room,| after my decease of the description and for the quests are intended to aid in the accomplishment 
and if I should procure a print of the seventh |! purposes mentioned in said devise on the 25th page || of and shall call for payment. 

President, I give that also to said society. of said Will said building to be at least two stories 

i give tothe Essex Historical Society one hun- in height and to contain a handsome Hall for the 
dred dollars in Books, to be paid from my Book|members of said Lodge to assemble in, and all) 
stock in manner directed in my will after other 
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whom I must believe to be unworthy and unprin- 
cipled members of the Fraternity of Freemasons) 
determine it to be prudent wholly to cease to meet 
as a Lodge, and to give up their Charter in order - 
to preserve peace in the community, or for any 
other cause to meet as a Lodge, then the legacy I 
have bequeathed to such Lodge or Chapter men- 
tioned in my said Will or in this Codicil, I now 
give the same to the American Antiquarian Socie- 


HOPE. 
[BY DR, DRAKE.] 


legacies in books therein mentioned shall be satis- 


fied, and provided that I do not give said amount 
in Books to said Society before my decease. 


1 give to the Boston Female Asylum the sum of 


five hundred dollars, and to the Boston Asylum 
for Boys the sum of three hundred dollars, in one 


year after my decease, to be added to the funds of 


these Institutions. 


In pages 20, 21, and 22 of my said Wili I de- 
vised to the town of Worcestér two certain lots of 


Jand bounding on Thomas street and Back street 
on certain conditions for a Charity House as is 
there mentioned, which devise I hereby annul, 
and in liea thereof I give and devise to the said 
» town of Worcester, on the same conditiors and 
for the same purposes as mentioned in my said 
Will, all the lots lying as aforesaid on said Streets 
not otherwise particularly devised, and which may 


remain unsold at the time of my decease, (on con- 


dition that the said town within three years after 


other accommodations, and shall always preserve 
and appropriate the same to their use. If this le- 
gacy should not be applied for, by said, Lodge, for 
the purpose mentioned within two years alter my 
decease and the conditions not performed within 
that time,then | give and bequeath said three hun- 
dred and fifty dollars to my grand daughters, the 
daughters of my daughter. 

I give anc bequeath to Thomas Royal Arch 
Chapter in Princeton, County of Worcester, 
Massachusetts, to be added to the funds of said 
Chapter, one hundred dollars. 
| Whereas in my Will I have bequeathed to the 
| Massachusetts Grand Lodge and to other Masonic 
Lodges, certain legacies, it is now my will that if 
the officers and members of either of said Lodges 
to whom I have given legacies, should (from the 
unjust and wicked excitement raised against Free- 
‘masons, evidently for political purposes, by self 
created Inquisitions formed of persons styling 


'themselyes antimasons, aided by a few, some of 


See through the cloud that rolls in wrath, 
Yon little star benignant, peep, 

To light along their trackless path |. 
The wanderers of the stormy deep. 


And thus, oh, Hope! thy lively. form 
In sorrow’s gloomy night, shall be 

The star that looks through cloud and storm 
Upon a dark and moonless sea. 


When heaven is all serene and fair, 


Full many a brighter gem we meet; 
°T is when the tempest hovers there, 
Thy beam is most divinely sweet. 


The rainbow, with the sun’s decline, 
Like faithless friends, will disappear: 
Thy lights, dear star, more brightly shine, 

When all is wail and sorrow here. 


And thou Aurora’s stealing gleam 
May wake a morning of delight, 

°T is only thy enchanting beam tad 
Will smile amid affliction’s night. 


| 
| 
| 
i} 
| 
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BOSROW 


SATURDAY MORNING, MAY 28, 1831. 


JOHN Q. ADAMS. 


This gentleman is now fairly astride the antimasonic 
hobby-horse—bovted ‘and spurred. The Gazette tells us 
that ‘Mr. Sheriff Sumner of Suffolk, with his usual af- 
fability, conducted the Ex-President to one of the highest 
places in the Convention. He was regaled, in the course 
ef the forenoon, by rare specimens of eloquence from the | 
lips of Mr. Clough, of Boston,’ and other distinguished | 
orators. We were not present, at any time during the 
sitting of this august body, and are therefore unable to 
say what part, if any, the great political weather-cock 
enacted. Like all other political intriguers, after having 
been rejected and cast off by all parties, he has thrown 
himself into the ranks of a disorganiziog faction, in the 
futile hope of being able to retrieve by the basest of | 
means, the political distinctions and honors which an in- 


\‘Many of my best friends have been Masons, and two of 
them, my professional patrons, the learned Grip- 
LEY, and my intimate friend, your immortal WarR- 
REN, whose life and death were lessons and examples 
of patriotism and philanthropy, were Grand Masters; 
yet so it happened, that I had never the felicity to be 
initiated. Such examples as these, and a greater still 
in my venerable predecessor, [ Washington,] would 
have been sufficient to induce me to hold the institu- 
tion in esteem and honor, as favorable to the sup- 
port of civil authority, if I had not known their love 
of fine arts, their delight in hospitality and devotion 
to humanity.’ 


The candid and liberal sentiments exhibited in this short 
‘extract, should ‘strike like inward fire’ upon the soul of 
‘the ambitious son of the veverable author. 


[As our antimasonic neighbors have thought our por- 
‘trait of ‘Master Slender’s’ political virtues, sufficiently true 
to the original to warrant its republication, they will prob- 
ably consider the above worthy of the same distinction.— 
‘We assure them it is not less faithfully drawn; and as 
their readers are not often favored with the truth, we 


telligent and free people adjudged him unworthy to re- 
tain, A distinguished and talented statesman of a neigh-| 
boring town, now deceased, who was perhaps as well ac- | 
quaimted with Mr. Adams and his principles as any other | 
public man in the country, declared, while this corrupt 
faction was yet in its infancy, that it was the bantling 
of John Quincy Adams, and that he would one day 
reap the full benefit of it. ‘The prophecy is about to | 


be fulfilled. If the faction be not the legitimate bantling | 


of Adams, it is his by adoption. 
the monster. It is said he is somewhat chagrined at the 
part his friend Rush is playmg; deeming his letter an 
‘ impeftinent interference.’ However this may be, Mr. 
Adams's claims to priority, on the score of letter-writing, 
are incontestible. Everybody recollects his ‘I am, never 
was, and never shall be’ epistle. Mr. Rush was not 
Known in the ranks of antimasonry at that time. We 
fearn further that Mr. Adams a short tine since ad-'| 
dressed a letter, ‘ full of fire and fury,’ to a certain an- 
timasonic committee in Plymouth County. Bat as in the 
ease of- his New York correspondence, he took the pre- 
caution to add the request that it might not be given to 
the public. The precious document will therefore be lost, 
unless chance should enable us to rescue it from oblivion. 
We understand also, that Mr. Adams attributes his defeat, | 
or in more courtly language, his dethronement, to the in-| 
fluence of Masonry. He should rather look for the cause 
in his own. political treachery —to his own unpopularity.— 
The people had: become dissatisfied with his public mea- 
sures, and disgusted with his jesnitical trickery. What 
party has he not betrayed? Where are the political 
friends that he has not sacrificed ? From his youth, he has 
been in the market, subject to the highest bidder. His 
apostacy is coeval with the commencement of his public 
career. He has been alternately the friend and the foe of 
the two great parties which have existed in this country | 
for the fast half century: the tool’ of either or both, as cir- 
cumstances dictated. And’ now that neither wi'l accept 
of him; neither think him worth the having—le has thrown 
himself among the rubbish, the-scum of both. We con- 
gratulate him on the liberality and kindness that has been 
shown him, even by that party, corrupt as-it is, in admit- 
ting him into their ranks. As we are probably as friendly 
to him as any of his former political friends, it may not 


be impertinent in us to advise him to adhere permanently |' 


to the new principles le has espoused, and to continue 
faithful to the party that has snatehed him from obscurity. 
We give this advice freely, and out of the great interest 
we feel in his future welfure;. for if he prove recreant and 
turn traitor now, the:great Arch- Magician himself will not 
trust him afterwards! 

We subjoin an extract fom the answer of his venerable 
father, Jouw Apams, then President of the United 
States, to an address froin the Grand Lodge of this Com- 
monwealth, in.1798, respecting the aspersions of Profes- 
sor Rohison:. 


He stands god-father to | 


doubt not they would esteem the republication of this, a 
great kindness. If we be right in our conjecture, we will 
farnish gratuitously, the portraits of such prominent mem- 
bers of the party as may desire to see themselves faith- 
fully executed. We will not flatter Neptune for his tri- 
dent, nor Jove for his thunder. ] 

| THREATS.—We learn that some one of the noisy bi 


| 


‘ 


tention to ‘ watch us as closely as a cat watches a mouse,’ | 
-and if we libel him, we are forthwith to be visited with | 
‘the vengeance of the law! Whew! what a long tail our. 
‘eat ’s got! We wot not who this sensitive gentleman is; 
bat our word on °t we shall never /ibe? him; for the very 
‘sufficient reason that the worst thing we can think, say or} 
write of him, cannot exceed the truth. The mind cannot. 
‘conceive, nor the imagination paint, a more loathesome | 
object than a rank, thorongh-going entimasonic office- | 
hunter. Where then is the necessity of calling in the aid’ 
‘of fiction, or libel? As for the truth, in the classical dic- 
| tion of ‘Master Slender,’ we will tell that, ‘though the 


_veyors ef the antimasonic clan in this city, declares his in- 


‘devil be before us;’ and we doubt not that one of his fa- 
-vorite emissaries will be, should we ever have occasion to | 
‘speak of the gent. incog. who says ke has his eye upon) 
us. But we should really like to know what description | 


he receives his appointment; 


* There is one part of Mr. Rush’s Letter, which de- 
serves the severest reprehension. It is his unmanly 
and unjustifiable attack on the Press—an assault which 
partakes more of the ferocity of a tiger and the malig- 
nity of a demon, than of the candor of a gentleman, 
or the wisdom of a statesman. It has neither dignity 
nor truth to entitle it to respect. Every reader will 
perceive that many of the writer’s assertions are false. 
We do not say that Mr. Rush knew they were false, . 
but ynless he sees daily many more of the newspapers. 
than we imagine he does, he could not know that they 
were true. The charges, we know, have been often 
made before, but the repetition of a lie, even from the 
pen of so respectable a man as Mr. Rush, does not im- 
part to it the attribute of truth. His charges against 
the Press, of corruption and fear, of a disposition to 
concealment in reference to the progress and result of 
the trials in New York, are utterly groundless, and his 
enlisting as a volunteer to endorse the slander indis- 
criminately hurled at the conductors of the public 
press, should meet the prompt and decided reproba- 
tion of an insulted and indignant community. 


But let us inquire into the motive which could in- 
fluence Mr. Rush to write this letter. It can hardly be 
contended that such a phillipic was called for by the 
note addressed to him by the antimasonic committee 
of York county. A very simple and a very brief reply 
would have answered the inquiries of those gentle- 
men. He might bave given them all the information 
they requested in a much shorter space and in a much 
milder tone. He might have told them all he knew 
of Freemasonry and all that he feared of its effects, 
without arming himself with ratsbane, pistol, rope, 
and dagge1, to commence a war ef extermination up- 
on a class of men, who, as a professional body, are 
as free, as liberal, as independent, as those of any 
ether profession, and, we hope we may say it, without 
incurring the guilt of uttering a fibel, no more obnox- 
jous to the charges of profligacy and corruption, than 
some gentlemen, who appear to be aiming at political 
promotion at the expense of their friends. We have 
no wish to do an act of injustice to Mr Rush. If he 
should receive no more than his fair deserts, our jn- 
dignation might be appeased, and, perhaps, converted 
into compassion. He has been prompted to this act 
by political ambition. He expects, and not without 
reason, to be set up as a candidate for the Presidency, 


f animal has been set to watch over us, and from whom i in opposition to his friend, Henry Clay; or, failing in 
whether from the ‘ great | that, to be wsed as a candidate for the Vice Presiden- 


Convention,’ or from that small but very patriotic band, | °Y> in company with some other aspiring demagogue, 
the ‘Suffolk Committee.’ If he be no cannibal, we think equally honest, but whose name might be deemed 


‘we could tickle him into a pleasant humor with us. At, 
all events, we would try. Libel, indeed! We know of 
but one way in which it is possible to libel one ef these’ 
fellows: that is to call him an honest man; and by 
‘hokey, we “Il not tell such a confounded lie to please any 
‘on ’em. No! not even for the sake of being prosecuted 
foralibel! Therefore, Mr. gentleman Spy may rest as- 
‘sured that we shall never libel him. Since Master Slen- | 
‘der has sent forth his epistle to astonish the intelligent and_ 
‘to make the ignorant wonder, and Johnny Q. has lifted. 
“up the light of his fallen countenance upon them, these’ 
fellows have grown excessively impudent, and begin to! 
‘think themselves decent people! But it won’t do—the’ 
citizens can’t be cheated by such shallow tricks. 


Mr. Rusn’s Lerrer. —On a preceding page we| 
|have placed some remurks in reply to the letter of the 
-Ex-Secretary of the Treasury, to which we refer our 
‘readers. It is possible some sentiments may have been. 
‘advanced, to which all of our readers cannot, at present, | 
| Sally subscribe; but as the reader can jucge if they be. 
warranted by existing facts, we did not feel ourselves: 
vat liberty to reject them, The following extract from the 
Courier of Tuesday, isto the point. We have italicised, 
b single sentence, to which the reader may if he pleases, 


a moment’s reflection. 


more 


potential in such an honorable contest. This,. 
we undertake to say, and we are well advised of the 
extent of what we are saying, is the true secret of Mr. 
Rush’s sudden conversion to antimasonry—or rather, 
if we admit his own declarations, his reluctant expo- 
sition of facts and opinions long known and cherished, 
but which all the obligations of honor, religion and pa-. . 
triotism, were tuo weak to draw from him till ney ,— 
just as the antimasonic parity in New York had re-. 
solved to oppose the election of Mr. Clay and nomi- 
nate a candidate for themselves. What a glorious 
iilustration of the vermanency and sincerity of politi- 
cal friendships! What a towchiag commentary on the 


|| honor, patriotism and morality of-a gentleman, whe 


marching under ‘the broad banner of right reason 
and right feeling,’ shrinks with horror from the bare 
possibility that Masonic Lodges may be made subserv-_ 
ient to the purposes of ambitious politicians!’ 


Jcrors,—We learn that in the towns of Hanson and. 
Nerton the antimasonic proscriptionists have pot only» 
stricken the names of Masons from the lists of Jurors, 
but have proscribed all who are FRIENDLY TO Ma- 
SuNRY! that is, all who are not rank antimasons!!—, 
We would not give a fig for our neck, were it commi} +. 


ted to the keeping of such a jury! 
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ANTIMASONIC ‘ MopERation. *—We make the | 
following extracts from the Gazette of Saturday: At the | 
antimasunic Convention in ‘ Fanenil Hall, a committee,of | 
which the Rev. Mr. Goff, (so called) of Millbury, was 
Chairman, submitted a report on the subject of Freema- | 
sonry, as connected with the chnstian church, in 
which it is boldly. avowed to be the duty of any church 
having within the pale of its communion any person who 
jis a tember of the fraternity, To EXCOMMUNICATE 
‘SUCH MEMBER, if, after being admonished of his guilt 
in adhering to the institution, he shall not come out 
and renounce and denounce what the Reverenp GEN-_ 
TLEMAN pleases to denominate a ‘ blood stained instita- 
‘tion.’ Is our commanity prepared forthis? Are our 
citizens ready to see men of pure morals and pe 
piety cut off from the church for the only reason that they 
are connected with a society which even at the potiaat I 
day can boast the names of as pure patriots and devoted | 
christians as the world ever saw? I trust not. And it | 
would seem that the convention thought that this Rev. | 
‘Gentleman was going rather too fast. 

‘Mr. Amasa Walker, of Boston, admired the spirit and | 
independence of the report; perhaps it was in advance of | 
the spirit of the age, but the time would come, sooner or 
later, and he cared not how soon, he was prevared for it, 
when the principles of that report would command uni- 
versal approbation. 
the report, he had no eye-dee of having the subject wink- 
ed out of sight. The report was fully submitted to the 
‘committee of revision and publication, who, perhaps, will | 


have discretion sufficient to strangle the monster in its 
‘birth.’ 


‘The following resolntion was proposed by one of the ‘the District Court,Judges Story and Davis presiding,for the 


yesterday || Capt. 1M. Wood! 
and, after discussion adopted. The individual oodbury, and piracy 


eeity delegates in “the antimasonic Convention, 
who proposed it, we will venture to assert, never extended | 


three cents’ worth of ‘ patronage’ to any periodical in 
the country, Masonic or antimasonic. 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the antimasonic 
party to withdraw all patronage and support from news- | 
papers and publications, whose avowed or secret object is 
to disseminate Masonic Principles; and which refuse | 
to publish antimascnic notices and communications. 

The Convention was called to order by Mr. George, 
Odgiorne, of this city—a veteran in the cause. Mr. med 
othy Fuller of Cambridge was chosen President. 

The Gazette of Friday says: Among the delegates from. 
Boston we notice many youthful politicians,—‘ alike to’ 
fortune and to fame unknown,’—as well as some who 
were considered hacks in tle democratic ranks a dozen | 
or fifteen yearssince. ‘Taken asa whole the Convention | 
will not compare very successfully with that which assem-_ 


the constitution of the commonwealth. 
less, quite a respectable body of citizens, and we advise ' 
every one who has a taste for the picturesque,or the wild | 


and wonderful, to take a peep into Faneuil Hall before 
Saturday.’ 


It is, neverthe- | 


The Convention adjourned sine di¢ on Friday —having 


worked up the materials one day earlier than was antici- 
pated, 


3 Joun Quincy Apams says he lost his elec- 
tion through the opposition of Masons to him. It is 
capable of proof that every officer of the Grand Lodge 
of this Commonwealth voted for him, notwithstanding 
his ‘I am not, never was, and never shall pe a Ma- 
son.’ And it is unquestionably true that 99 in a 100 
of the Masons in New-England gave him their support. 
Times have changed since then. 


REV. MOGcS THACHER 
Our readers will be pleased to learn that the Legis- 
lature of this Commonwealth have given the Rever- 
end MOSES THACHER leave to stay at home.—The 


vote stood as follows: Mr Endicott had 313, and Mr. 
Thacher 105, 


| justice, persecution and illiberality ef the measure; he was 


‘the subject of individual rights and the protection offered 


sideration was taken, and it was rejected, one hundred and 
Mr. Eben. Clough, of Boston, liked | 


“Mopraariow: We looked into Faneuil Hall yesterday, | 
| (Tharsday,) and found the Antimasonic Convention, a 


‘pretty numerous and respectable assemblage, listening to | 


‘along talk’ from our ancient friend and neighbor Dr. 
‘Phelps, the Grand Sachem of the antimasonic tribe in), 
‘New England. The Doctor was unusually eloquent and 
impressive. He enjoined upon his brethren the impor- |. 
tance of moderation, in their patriotic crusade against 
the nine and forty ‘ holy empires’ of Masonry. The sen- 
'timent pleased us amazingly. We returned home amid | 
‘the rain and opened the Northampton Courier of Wednes- |, 


‘day, i in which paper we found the following paragraph. It 


farnishes a striking commentary upon the professions of 


the Doctor and his antimasonic friends.--[ Gazette. } 

Jury box at Belchertown.—We stated in opr last that 
‘the Masons had heen proscribed in Belchertown,and thrust | 
from the jury box; the adjourned meeting for the recon- 
sideration of the subject was held last Wednesday; Mr. 
'|Lawrence continued his remarks from the first meeting, | 
and spoke powerfully and at much length against the in- 


‘Teplied to by Justas Forward, Esq. ; Mark Doolittle, Esq. |: 
followed Mr. Forward in reply, and eloquently enforced 
by the constitution. At a late hour, the vote for recon- 


eleven voting for it and one hundred and thirty-three against 
it. A Protest was then offered by Mr. Doolittle, which 


|| was opposed, but finally received and recorded; it was | 


signed by a large number of citizens. 


| ty. 
\ 


the vessei. 


‘that there had been several symptoms of insubordination 


bled in the State House, in November, 1820, to amend. 


| helm to Bowen and threw himself on one ofthe hen-coops: 


|| Bowen, went below, when Bowen heard earnest talking 


CapiraL Triau.—The trial of Joseph Gadett before 


board the brig Orbit, was concluded on Wednesday eve- 
‘ning. The testimony was full and conclusive and the 
| Jury after brief deliberation, returned a verdict of guil- 


A. H. Fisk and E. G. Prescott, Esqrs. were assigned as 
counsel for the prisoner. ‘The indictment charged Gadett, 
in connexion with Thomas Collonet and a Portuguese, 
with the murder of Capt. Woodbury, and the capture of 
The principal witnesses, Wm. Bowen and 
James Strike, underwent a thorough examination, whose 


‘three or four weeks since, and which is unnecessary 
to repeat. from some additional evidence, it appeared 


among the crew previous to the final catastrophe. Capt. 
W. was aman of very unequal temper—at times, he 
would be quite unreserved and social to his men, and at 


testimony varied little from that published in this paper | 


‘probably be terminated to-day. ‘Jonathan Chapman and 
R. 8. Fay, Esqrs., are his Counsel.—[Traveller.] 


, The Providence Daily Advertiser contains the names of 

the gentlemen who were appointed, by the Convention 
sitting im this city last week, delegates to the National 
_Antimasonic Convention, to be held in Baltimore the 26th 
of September next. They are as fellows, viz.—Abner 
Phelps, Henry Gassett and Amasa Walker of Suffolk ; 
‘John Bailey and Joseph Morton of Norfolk; Micah H. 
Ruggles of Bristol ; Nathan» Lazell, jr. of Plymouth ;-- 
‘Stephen Oliver of Essex ; Nahum Hardy and A!pheus 
Bigelow of Middlesex ; Pliny Merrick and Gardner Bur- 
bank of Worcester; Samuel B. Barlow of Hampden; Jus- 
‘tie Forward of Hampshire; and Epaphras Hoyt of Frank- 


Famity Linrary —We are indebted to the polite- 
‘ness of the Messrs. Harpens, for a copy of the 20th 
No. of this interesting series of popular works.—It em- 
‘braces the ‘ History of Chivalry and the Crusades.— 


\By G. R. James, Esq. ’-—favorably known as the author 


‘Richlieu,’ Darnley,’ ‘De L’Orme,’ 
‘shall speak of it next week. 


&e. We 


‘It has been reported in ths city for the last three 
days, that at the opening of the Supreme Court, now 
sitting at Plymouth, the Jurors from Bridgewater were 
|rejected, on the ground that they were not legally se- 
lected. Bridgewater is one of the towns where the 
names of all Masons were excluded.’ 

[We copy the above from the Courer; and will 
{thank some of our friends in Plymouth to furnish us 


with the particulars for publication. }—Ed. Mirror. 


| 
| 


To Correspondents.—‘ Royal Arch’ witl accept our 
thanks for his Numbers—they shall be attended to so 
‘soon as we can find room to commence and continue 
them through without interruption. We think he will 
prefer this course, and believe it will be more satisfac- 
itory to the reader. ‘Mr. Burchell’ and ‘R.C.’ 


‘received and on file. 


‘MARRIED. 


In this city, Mr. Momeine Brown t to Miss Harriet 
| Pike, both of this city. 

Mr. John Cloues to Miss Emeline Reed. 

Mr Jobn Appleton, of Salem, to Miss Elizabeth 
Marshall Messer, of Portsmouth, N. H. 5 

In Portland, Me. Capt. Wm. Colligan to Miss Sarah 
Aon Harding. 


On the night of, 
, the: murder, the Captain, about 12 o’clock resigned the 


having previofsly told Bowen, in case that the wind 
should blow fresh, to wake him ifhe should fall asleep, 
and ordered the other watch to retire to rest. The Por- 
tuguese soon came aft, and after some conversation with 


between him anda person unknown. He retarned in a 
few minutes, and made directly for that part of the quar- 
ter deck where the Captain lay asleep, and struck him 
several blows with an axe, the latter making no struggle, 


or scarcely any noise. The Portuguese then inflicted se- 
vera! stabs with a knife. 


At the first blows given by the Portuguese, Bowen was 
startled and cried out, ‘In the name of God, whatare you 
about!” The only answer was ‘ Hush.’ About this time 
Bowen observed Gadett standing with a harpoon in his hand, 
on the larboard side of the companion way. The watch 
who had gone below were now called up by the Portu- 
guese, or by Collonet, (one or both of whom used some 
ambiguous expressions, about the death of the captain,) 
and arrangements were made for the management of the 
vessel till morning. A division of the money and gold 
dust was then made among all on board. 


In Eden, Me. Mr. Perley Haynes, of Taunton, to 
Miss Margaret, daughter of Mr. John Thomas. 


DIED. 


In this city, on Friday, the 20th inst. Mrs. Martha, 
wife of Mr Stepben Foster, formerly of Portland, aged 
22. 

In Shrewsbury, on the 13th instant, Widow Anna 
Nurse, relict of the late Joel Nurse, Esq. aged 62. 

Mrs. Elizabeth, wife of Mr. Nathaniel Clark, 42. 


} 


M ASONIC F ESTIVAL. 


"he nativity of St. John the Baptist will be celebrated 
at Hardwick, Mass.on the 24th of June next, by King 
Hiram’s Royal Arch Chapter, joined by Mount Zion 
Lodge. The neighboring Encampments, Chapters and 
Lodges, and the brethren, generally, are respectfully invit- 
ed to attend, wearing their jewels and appropriate cloth- 
ing. An address will be delivered by Rev. Ezexeiu L. 
Bascom. The procession will form at the Hall of Br. 
C. Ruggles, at 11 o’clock A. M.; by whom suitable re- 
freshments will be provided. 
Tickets, for gentlemen $1, for ladies 60 cents each. 
By order of the Committee. 
Garver Rucates, 


The trial of Collonet commenced yesterday and will! 


May 24th 4, L. 5831, 


| 
| 
| 
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THE AFRICAN CHIEF, 
{ey w. c. BRYANT.] 


Chained in the market-place he stood, 
A man of giant frame, 
Amid the gathering multitude, 
That shrunk to hear his name. 
All stern of look and strong of limb, 
His dark eye on the ground; 
And silently they gazed on him 
As on a lion bound. 


Vainly, but well, that chief had fought, 
He was a captive now; 

Yet pride, that fortune humbles not, 
Was written on his brow. — 

The scars his dark broad bosom wore, 
Showed a warrior true and brave: 

A prince among his tribe before, 
He could not be a slave. 


Then to his conqueror he spake— 
* My brother is a king; 

Undo this necklace from my neck, 
And take the bracelet ring; 

And send me where my brother reigns, 
And I will fill thy hands 

With store of ivory from the plains, 
And gold-dust from the sands.’ 


‘ Not for thy ivory nor thy gold 
Will I unbind thy chain; 
That bloody hand shall never hold 
‘The battle spear again. 
A price thy nation never gave, 
Shall yet be paid for thee; 
For thou shalt be the Christian’s slave, 
In lands beyond the sea.’ 


‘Then spoke the warrior chief, and bade 


To shred his locks away: 

And one by one, each heavy braid 
Before the victor lay. 

Thick were the plaited locks and long, 
And deftly hidden there, 

Shone many a wedge of guld among 
The dark and crisped hair. 


* Look! feast thy greedy eye with gold, 
Long kept for sorest need; 

Take it, thou askest sums untold, 
And say thatI am freed. 

Take it—my wife the live long day, 
Weeps bv the cocoa tree, 

And my young children leave their play, 
And ask in vain for me.’ 


*I take thy gold, but I have made 

Thy fetters fast and strong; 
And ween that by the cocoa shade 
_ Thy wife shall wait thee long.’ 


. Strong was the agony that shook 


The captive’s frame to hear, 
And the proud meaning of his look 
Was changed to mortal fear. . 


- His heart was broken—crazed his brain, 


At once his eye grew wild; 


‘He struggled fiercly with his chain, 


Whispered, and wept, and smiled! 


» Yet wore not long those fatal bands; 


And once at shut of day, 
They drew him forth upon the sand, 
‘The foul hywna’s prey. 


, almost imperceptibly) falling from above, which, 


THE KENTUCKY CAVERN. 


Mr. Eviror—The following isa description 
of a remarkable natural curiosity, situated in the 
county of Edmonson, Kentucky, which, if you 
think it will be interesting to your readers, you 
are at liberty to publish. It is the cavern known 
generally as the ‘ Mammoth cave.’ 


In the month of December, 1826, the writer of 
this sketch in company with another gentleman, 
being on his way from Louisville to Nashville, 
took occasion to yisit this cave. We found it in- 
deed to be a rare specimen of nature’s work. Its 
entrance was a steep declivity of a hill. The di-| 
mensions of the mouth are about forty feet in 
height by fifty in breadth, decreasing gradually 
for the first half mile, till the cavezn is no more 
than ten feet in height and as many in breadth ; 
at which place a partition has been erected, with' 
a door of convenient dimensions, for the purpose! 
of protecting the lights of visitors. There is at 
this place a current of air passing inwardly for six 
months, and outwardly for the remainder of the 
year. Sufficiently strong is it, that, were it not 
for the door that has been made, it would be im- 
possible to preserve an open light. It is called the 
mouth as far as this place, on account of its being 
the extent of the influence of daylight, which 
here appears like a small star. Formerly, when 
this cavern was first discovered, this part of it was 
nearly filled with earth, which has been recently 
manufactured into Saltpetre. | 


‘| ble. 


Having prepared ourselves with a sufficient 
quantity of provision, oil and candles, and taking) 
two persons as guides, we took our last view of 
daylight, and proceeded forward, closing the door 
behind us. Immediately we found outselves in 
thick and almost palpable darkness, the whole of, 
four lights spread but a feeble radiance about us. 
Such is the height at this place, that we were 
searcely able to discover the top, and to see from 
one side to the other,was utterly impossible. From 
‘this place, extends several caverns, or, as travel- 
lers have named them, rooms, in different direc- 
tions. This part of the cave is called the ‘ First 
Hopper.’ The soil at the bottom of the cave is- 
very light and strongly impregnated with salt.— 
The sides and top are formed of rock. We pro- 
ceeded forward,passing several rooms on our right, | 
and one on our left, until we arrived at the second 
Hopper a distance of four miles from the mouth. 
About one mile in the rear of this, was pointed 
out to us by our guide, the place where the cele- 
brated mummy was fouud, which is now exhibit- 
ing in the American Museum, at New York. It 
was found, in a sitting posture, by the side of the 


cavern, enveloped in a mat, and in a complete 
state of preservatioa. 


We next entered the room denominated the 
Haunted Chamber. It is nearly two miles in length, 
twenty feet in height, and ten in breadth, extend- 
ing nearly the whole length, in aright line. The 
top is formed of smooth white stone, soft, and very 
much resembling the plastering of aroom. There 
is a smal] quantity of water, constantly, although 


in the course of ages, has worn from the stone at 
the top, some beautiful pillars, which extend to 
the bottom of the room. They have the appear- 
ance of being the work of art. In one of them, 


| we arrived at the second waterfall. 


has received the name of the ‘Arm Chair.’ By 
the side of this, is a clear pool of water; strongly 
impregnated withsulphur. ‘The sides of the room 
are likewise elegantly adorned with a variety of 
figures formed from the stone at the top, and com- 
ing down upon the side of the cavern, like icicles 
in the winter, from the eaves of buildings--the re- 
flections of our lights upon them forming a most 
brilliant appearance. At the end of this room,we 
descended by a kind of natural stair case, to the 
depth of near three hundred feet, in many places 
affording only room for one person to proceed.— 
Here we found a beautiful stream of pure water, 
winding its way along between the rocks. The 
situation of this part of the cavern is rendered 
really awful, from its being associated with a va- 
riety of names that travellers have given it. The 
portrait of his Satanic Majesty is painted here 
upon the rocks, and a large flat stone, resting its 
corners upon four others, is called his Dining Ta- 
A short distance from this, is said to be his 
Forging Shop. 

On the whole they are admirably calculated to 
frighten the cowardly. We returned to the main 
cavern, and resumed our course, climbing over 
rocks that had evidently fallen from above, and 
passing a number of rooms on our right and left. 
With much exertion we reached the place denom- 
inated the ‘six corners,’ in consequence of six 
rooms (or caverns) here taking different directions. 
Not having time to examine these, we proceeded 
forward tothe first water fall, about two miles 
further, over a level plain. The tracks of persons 
who might have preceded us for ages, were as 
visible in the sand as when first made. There is 
no.air stirring that would move the slightest feath- 


|er, or prevent the impression of a footstep from 


remaining for centuries. 
We now directed our course tothe chief City, 
about one mile further. A large hill situated in 


"the centre of the cave would have exibited a most 


commanding prospect, if the darkness had not ob- 
structed our vision. One of us. however, standing 
upon the top, with the lights stationed at different 
parts of its base, obtained a novel and interesting 
view of the cavern. There isan echo here that 
is powerful, and we improved it with a song, much 
to our gratification. We started forward again, 
travelling over a plain of two miles extent, and 
about the same distance over rocks and hills, when 


The water 


| here washed intoa pit below, of immense depth. 


A circumstance occurred here, that liked to have 
proved fatal tooneof us. The sides of the pit 
are formed of louse rocks, and we amused our- 
selves by rolting them down, in order to hear thein 
strike the bottom. Sucu is the depth of it, that 
nearly a minute would elapse before we could hear 
them strike, and the sound of it is bat. very fa:nt. 
One of our party venturing too near for the pur- 
pose of rolling a large stone, started the foundation 
on which he stood, and was precipitated down 
about twenty feet, with the stumbling stones, but 
fortunately, a projecting rock saved him from de- 


struction. This put an end to all our amusements, 


and being much fatigued with a travel of twenty 
four hours on foot, and seeing no fairer prospect of 


finding the end, than when we commenced, we 


concluded to return. We accordingly took up our 


line of march, returning the same way we came. 


After being forty two hours absent from the light 


of day, we again found ourselves at the mouth of 


the cavern, and gave ourselves up toa refreshing 
there is formed a complete chair, with arms, which i{sleep. 


| 


